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Raise our own 
 all-natural beef

On our 4-Square cattle ranch in 
Oklahoma, we raise all-natural,  
pasture-fed beef for our community-
wide needs. This includes the beef 
we serve at our deli and festivals. 
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Families teach  
their own children

Parents who home school their own 
children build closer relationships 
with each child. Community offers 
the natural support group for family-
centered education. Extracurricular 
training classes after school and 
hands-on participation in community 
projects are unrivaled resources for 
learning practical skills essential to 
life.  
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Extracurricular 
training

Pa re n t a l  i nvo l ve m e n t  m a k e s 
p o s s i b l e  b r o a d - s p e c t r u m 
educational experiences. This is 
true in woodworking, basketry, 
sewing or other skills. “It ’s not 
what the boy does to the wood,  
but what the wood does to the boy.”
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The joy of 
friendship

He that would have a friend must 
show himself friendly. Like most 
things worth having, friendship  
takes work to create and faithfulness 
to sustain. But that’s what intentional 
community is all about. To give 
oneself in selfless love all along the 
way is its own reward. As the song 
says: “There’s joy in the journey—it’s 
not all in the reaping; there’s plenty 
in the sowing.”  
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Guided by love
across generations

We believe in participating as fully 
and relationally as possible in those 
things essential for this life of love’s 
rule—growing our own food, giving 
birth to and rearing our own children, 
taking care of our own elderly. In 
contrast to the family fragmentation 
that characterizes the modern age, 
the multi-generational families who 
are part of our community know the 
reality of not only living close at hand, 
but also being close at heart.  Love 
flows both ways, and the act of giving 
is simultaneously full of receiving.
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 Bridging the gap
Success is measured in lives as God’s 
unique gifts unfold and grow to 
maturity. Enduring commitments 
(within God’s unique design) make 
community possible. Kids grow up 
watching it work, and, when grown, 
make their own informed decisions 
about their future. Intentional 
community is worth preserving 
and propagating—its values and 
patterns are essential to humankind. 
       The passing of cultural values from 
one generation to the next has always 
had its challenges. By definition, 
community is an environment where 
like-minded parents can support 
one another’s families in imparting 
commonly held values to their 
children. For us those are Christian 
values and Biblical standards of 
relationship which God planned for 
the common benefit of all people. 
As such, community is a nurturing 
habitat for children to grow up and 
find their unique place and calling in 
God’s plan.   
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Re-creation 
To everything there is a season . . . .  
The clouds of occasional winter 
storms have their silver linings—
recreation, the wonderland of frost 
and ice, moisture for crops and 
recharging the ground water aquifers, 
to name a few.  Of course, the other 
seasons have their times of rest 
and refreshing as well in fishing 
and swimming, horseshoes and ice 
cream, anniversaries and birthdays.  
Communitywide picnics with fun 
and games delight young and old 
members as well as visitors.
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Instructional 
accountability,  
from classes to  

apprenticeship to 
vocation

Since God has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness, we want to impart 
that fullness to our children so they can find 
their callings within the life of community. 
Our children are offered the opportunity 
to participate in a wide variety of crafts as 
they grow up. As mid to older teens, they 
often find themselves drawn to a particular 
craft. The idea of submitting to a master 
for instruction has proven its effectiveness 
throughout time—in giving themselves  
to focused training, they become very 
proficient in it. As the scripture declares: 
a man’s gifts make room for him. As our 
youth give themselves to the opportunities 
that come to them, their giftings and 
callings grow and become evident—not 
only to them, but also to those around 
them. Many of our instructors are now the 
second generation who carry on the vision 
and insight given to them by their parents 
and mentors. Life unfolds in the context of 
enduring relationships with people who 
daily demonstrate their love so that others 
can learn by both word and example to 
have meaning-filled and consistent lives.  
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Music
Music fills a large part of family time, 
corporate worship, fellowships and 
special music programs.  Implicit in 
our music school’s individualized 
instruction is the goal of guiding each 
student to play skillfully—and with 
others. Youth as well as adult choirs 
and orchestras hold prominent places 
in our special events.
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Thousands of visitors 
join us each year 

for our Homestead 
Craft Fair 

 

Thanksgiving weekend seems the 
appropriate time to offer our thanks 
to the One who makes a community 
of loving relationships possible. We 
endeavor to show some of what He’s 
done for us during the  year. For the 
kids, it marks the close of a year of 
home-schooling and an opportunity 
to display what they’ve accomplished 
in both academic and extracurricular 
efforts. Unique hand-crafted items 
made by the children themselves 
are also on display. Dozens of our 
craftsmen and children demonstrate 
homesteading crafts and skills 
by making fine furniture, pottery, 
baskets, leather goods, brooms, 
quilts, soaps and candles, as well as in 
blacksmithing, spinning and weaving, 
metal casting, timber framing and 
boat building. Visitors also enjoy 
horse-drawn hayrides, special music 
presentations, multi-national food 
courts, children’s hands-on activities, 
petting pens, self-sufficiency displays 
and horse-farming demonstrations.
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Reaching out
Each spring over 5,000 school-age 
children visit our community as 
public-, private- and home-school  
support groups make their way to 
tour our agrarian alternative to the 
urban-centered culture. For many, 
agrarian life takes on meaning for 
the first time as they take a one-
day glimpse into essential and 
purpose-filled interrelationships 
between man, animals and the land, 
interrelationships that make self-
sufficiency possible.  For many of 
these non-farm-reared visitors, the 
connection between farm life and 
production of the food that their 
urban lives depend upon becomes 
new food for thought.
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Our Homestead  
Craft Village is 

open year-round.
Not a historic reenactment—our 
craftsmen make their living from 
their crafts. Tour the Potter’s House, 
Heritage Forge, Heritage Furniture, 
Homestead Gristmill and surrounding 
gardens. Visit with the craftsmen at 
work. The Barn is an 1810 restored 
timber-frame structure used to 
showcase the wide spectrum of 
handmade crafts and furniture that 
community members  produce.  At 
the Deli we offer our own cheeses, 
homemade ice creams, fresh-baked 
artisan breads and all-natural beef. 
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Homesteading 
brought within 
reach of visitors

Community members share essential 
culinary skills with each other and the 
public. Whether for members or the 
public, the teaching kitchen at our 
model homestead offers training to 
those interested in regaining age-old 
skills of preparing and preserving 
foods, making soaps and hard and 
soft cheeses, baking bread, as well 
as the cultivation and use of culinary 
herbs.
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Reaching out 
 year-round through 

our Center for 
Essential Education

 
Students from all walks of life take 
our wide variety of self-sufficiency 
classes—from raising goats and 
chickens to gardening and making 
cheese or soap, from pottery and 
blacksmithing to sewing and fiber 
crafts. On many topics we offer hands-
on instructional classes and seminars 
for students from beginner through 
the advanced levels.  In woodworking 
for example, participants initially 
learn the use of traditional hand tools 
and traditional joinery techniques, 
and quickly begin to make beautifully 
hand-crafted furniture from solid 
wood. 
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Impartation

Our woodworking school offers 
hands-on instructional classes and 
seminars where participants learn 
traditional hand-tool joinery, where 
craftsmen guide them in hands-on 
production of their own projects. 
Vocations are simply extensions 
of personal lives—we strive for 
excellence in every way.
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Hands-on 
instruction is more 

than just a  
practical approach  

to learning
Whether teaching pottery to our 
own members and their children 
or to public seminar attendees, we 
endeavor to make what is needed, 
and beauty is the result of making 
it well.  



Craftsmanship

Practice makes per fect. A true 
craftsman hones his character 
along with his skill. Then what is on 
the inside of the man can make its 
highest impact on what is around 
him, whether he’s imparting the 
rudiments of his skills to others in a 
public seminar, creating an ornate 
iron bed for a gift or simply repairing 
a barn door hinge.  Along with 
rekindling a vision for community 
life, craftsmen revive the ancient skills 
of blacksmithing and metal casting 
that have proven essential to self-
sufficiency.
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Making a world 
of difference, across 

the miles
Concepts of self-sufficiency find open 
arms among fellow laborers in many 
cultures scattered across the country 
and the globe. We’re sharing seeds 
from the fruit produced in our own 
integrated community life. We offer 
a vision of an alternative culture 
where the essentials of life are pro -
vided through a simple, harmonious 
lifestyle. It is life based on quality 
craftsmanship and agricultural skills 
that nurture values of integrity, 
personal responsibility, community 
service and care.
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Our Community at Santa Fe Hall 

“Preach the gospel always and, if necessary, use words.“  
                                           - St. Francis of Assisi

The witness of our faith community is built upon the combined expression of the manifold and diverse 
strengths and giftings of each individual member. Our Center for Essential Education is unique in its goal 
of transmitting to others a vision for a cohesive, integrated way of life that aims toward bringing forth 
complete individuals and whole families within the context of a supportive and tangible community.  
   




